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CFDA  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 115.635. Neotropical Migratory Bird Conservation
Project proposals must be sent no later than January 16, 2004
I. Funding Opportunity Description
Passed by the U.S. Congress in 2000, the Neotropical Migratory Bird Conservation Act (Act) establishes a matching grants program to fund projects that promote the conservation of these birds in the United States, Latin America, and the Caribbean. The Act's purposes are to 

· perpetuate healthy populations of neotropical migratory birds, 

· assist in the conservation of these birds by supporting conservation initiatives in the United States, Latin America, and the Caribbean, and 

· provide financial resources and foster international cooperation for those initiatives. 

Project proposals need to demonstrate how a conservation partnership's activities will foster sustainable, effective, long-term programs to conserve neotropical migratory birds. The Act defines conservation as 

· protection and management of neotropical migratory bird populations, 

· maintenance, management, protection, and restoration of habitats of these birds, 

· research and monitoring, 

· law enforcement, and 

· community outreach and education. 
II. Award Information
The Act authorizes $5 million, and Congress appropriated $4 million in Fiscal Year 2004. At a minimum, 75 percent of this money will be available for projects outside of the United States.

The maximum award for FY2004 will be US$250,000. The average award for 2002-2003 has been about US$84,000, with a range of US$2,000 to US$242,000. Requests under US$2,000 are discouraged; please contact us if you are planning such a proposal.
Grants will be provided through an Assistance Award from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Applications to supplement existing projects are eligible to compete with applications for new awards.
III. Eligibility Information

1. Eligible Applicants
· An individual, corporation, partnership, trust, association, or other private entity; 

· An officer, employee, agent, department, or instrumentality of the Federal Government, state, municipality, or political subdivision of a state, or of any foreign government; 

· A state, municipality, or political subdivision of a state; 

· Any other entity subject to the jurisdiction of the United States or of any foreign country; or 

· An international organization. 

2. Cost Sharing or Matching

Federal funds requested under the Act must be matched 3:1 by non-Federal funds. That is, for every Federal dollar, three non-Federal dollars are required.

· For projects in the United States, the non-Federal share must be in cash. 

· For projects in Latin America and the Caribbean, the non-Federal share may be cash or in-kind contributions. 

Applicants may be asked to submit letters confirming the commitment of matching funds from each contributing partner.

IV. Application and Submission Information
1. Address to Request Application Package

See http://birdhabitat.fws.gov, and click on Neotropical Birds Grants Program.
2. Content and Form of Application

See Grant Application on the Internet address shown above, and click on In English, En Español, or Em Português.  Applicants are encouraged, but not required, to send a preproposal (no more than 1 page in length) to the email address shown for review prior to the deadline.
Applications must be prepared in Microsoft Word. Do not use any other formats. Do not include photos within the document.  The application must be no more than 10 pages, including maps and the budget.
3. Submission Dates and Times

Project proposals must be sent no later than January 16, 2004. Receipt will be acknowledged by electronic mail.  Proposals sent after the deadline will not be accepted.
Applicants are encouraged, but not required, to send a preproposal (no more than 1 page in length) to the email address shown for review prior to the deadline.
4. Other Submission Requirements

Applications may be sent as an electronic mail attachment to neotropical@fws.gov., or sent on a computer disk to:

NMBCA Program
Division of Bird Habitat Conservation
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
MAIL STOP MBSP - 4075
4401 North Fairfax Drive
Arlington, Virginia USA 22203 

V. Application Review Information

1. Criteria

Is the project located in important breeding and nonbreeding areas for neotropical migrants? 

Does the project address neotropical migrants identified as a conservation priority by a government agency or conservation initiative? 

Are natural resources in the project area under threat? 

What is the conservation value of the project to neotropical migrants? When the project is completed, how will the birds benefit?

How will conservation activities continue after the project has been completed? 

Is the project coordinated with an international bird conservation plan? 

Does the proposal represent a partnership among public, private and/or other organizations? 

Is the proposal well written, with clear objectives? Does it follow the correct format? 

Is the budget accurate, with reasonable requests for overhead and personnel? Does the project provide good benefits for the costs? 

Does the project satisfy other important national or local objectives, in addition to neotropical migratory bird conservation? 

2. Review and Selection Process

Proposals are reviewed by a panel of experts from the Fish and Wildlife Service, and selected by the Service Director. 

VI. Award Administration Information
1. Award Notices

Successful and unsuccessful applicants will be notified by electronic mail. Successful applicants will receive an Assistance Award by mail.  
2. Administrative and National Policy Requirements

See Grant Policies and click on US Recipients or Non-US Recipients.
3. Reporting

At a minimum, each grant recipient is required to submit a final report that describes the success of meeting objectives as stated in the proposal, and reports expenditures on the project.

VII. Agency Contact

For more information, contact the Division of Bird Habitat Conservation at 703-358-1784 or neotropical@fws.gov.

