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U.S. AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

             DEPT. OF STATE 2120 COTONOU PL. WASHINGTON, DC 20521-2120

USAID LOGO

Subject:
Amendment Number One (1) to Request for Application (RFA)



RFA Number:
 680-03-007

RFA Title:

Strengthening the Microfinance Sector in Benin

The purpose of this amendment to the RFA is to (1) extend the closing date for receipt of applications,   (2) provide additional information about the length of the program, and (3) provide interested applicants with answers to questions received.

The RFA is amended as follows:

(1)
The due date for applications is EXTENDED from February 28, 2003 to March 14, 2003.  

(2)
The following information is added at the end of the fourth paragraph in the solicitation cover letter:  

“In addition, USAID anticipates that funding for up to an additional two (2) years 

  may become available for this program.  Applicants, therefore, are encouraged to

  submit applications (technical and cost) that cover both a one-year period and for 

  a three-year period.”

Unless amended, all other terms and conditions of the RFA remain in full force and effect 

Attachment to Amendment Number One (1) - USAID/Benin RFA Number 680-03-007

Strengthening the Microfinance Sector in Benin

Questions and Responses

February 25, 2003

This attachment provides questions and responses to USAID/Benin RFA 680-03-007 and is not incorporated into the RFA:

Q.1.
Policy work is not included in the RFA. Is this component of the enabling environment for microfinance part of other programs by USAID, or other donors, in Benin? 

A.1.
Microfinance legal and regulatory environment is coordinated by the West African Central Bank (BCEAO) in Benin which works with the Microfinance Unit (Cellule). It is the same thing with all the West African Economic and Monetary Union (WAEMU) member countries.  Other donors may contribute with discrete actions.  With Regard to USAID/Benin’s program, the only level we plan to contribute to influencing the environment is at the donors coordination we expect to strengthen. Policy dialogue, when needed will be initiated by the Mission Director with the Minister of Finance and Economy directly.

Q2.
Does the Mission anticipate the activities contemplated under this grant will be continued beyond one year? An initial reading and assessment of conditions in the Microfinance sector indicate to us that the timeframe and resources anticipated in this RFA will be able to show some results, but will not be able to alleviate some of the weaknesses referred to in the scope. Should we plan a strategy that is a one time intervention? Or would the Mission prefer to see an approach that can lay the foundation for a more comprehensive approach?

A.2.
USAID anticipates continuing this program after the first year (up to a total period of three years) if additional funding is secured.  Therefore, it is advisable to propose an approach that can lay the foundation for a more comprehensive approach

Q.3.
The RFA refers to USAID-sponsored Health and Education programs in rural areas where the grantee is encouraged to focus support for microfinance organizations in the same areas. Can you provide more information on the Health and Education programs referred to?

A.3.
Our new Special Objective is "Improved Governance in productive and social sectors". This implies improving governance in agriculture to increase communities' access to education and health services.

Q.4.
As a non-U.S. organization, are we eligible to submit an application?
A.4.
No, unless your organization is U.S. certified.
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